
Martin Luther
Lesson 1: Why Study Church History



Why Might 
Some 
People Resist 
Studying 
Church 
History?

I think history is boring

It’s not inspired by God like the Bible

There are lots of messed up people in 
church history

It’s not relevant to my life



Reasons to Study Church History

1. It is a record of divine providence



1. It is a Record of Divine Providence

 All things are under the providence of God

Daniel 2:19-21

Psalm 77:11-15

Prov 21:1

What are the similarities and difference between:

Biblical history

Church history

Secular history

 How will viewing everything as under the providence of 

God change the way that we view church history?

Analogy to nature



Reasons to Study Church History

1. It is a record of divine providence

2. Helps protect us against heresy

3. We can be encouraged by examples of historical 

figures in church history

4. Convinces us that the interpretation of Scripture is often 

governed by cultural and philosophical assumptions



Cultural Assumptions

When Reading Scripture



Cultural Assumptions

When Reading Scripture



We Can Come to Scripture with Two 

Attitudes:

I am unaffected by my 
culture and can read 
and apply Scripture in 

an unbiased way

I am likely affected by 
my culture in the way 
that I read and apply 
Scripture, and I should 
humbly recognize this 

and seek to overcome it



Example

Hebrews 13:16: 

Do not neglect to do good 

and to share what you 

have, for such sacrifices 

are pleasing to God.
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Clarification: We are NOT saying that Scripture is subjective
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